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PREFACE

Recent years have witnessed a rapid growth of interest in the
psychological, social, sexual and vocational aspects of spinal cord
injury. The research literature in these areas has proliferated accord-
ingly, making it increasingly difficult fof the rehabilitation worker to
keep informed of new knowledge and to be aware of important theoretical
issues. Gaining effective access to this literature presents geveral
problems. In addition to its expanding volume, it is diffuse, with major
findings scattered among references focusing on other topics, and it is
difficult to identify. This literature also contains an abundance of
obscure and informal references.

The immediate stimulus to this project was our effort to
identify and assemble the relevant literature for a long-term follow-up
study (R-47) of psychological, social, and vocational adjustment to spinal
cord injury we are ccnducting at the Rehabilitation Research and Training
Center (KI-2) of the University of Minnesota. We began our search with
all of the existing bibliographies on spinal cord injury, such as those
published by the Veterans Administratioﬁ, ‘the Paralyzed Veterans of
America, the Woodrow Wilson Spinal Cord Injury Project, and the National
Paraplegia Foundation. We also turmed to general sources, éuch as the
Research Directory of the Research and Training Centers and the Vocational
Rehabilitation Index published by the Rehabilitation Research Institute
at the University of Florida. While each of these was useful for its
particular purpose, we found that none met the need we saw for a compre-
hensive, curr-~t, formal integration of the psychosocial literature on
spinal cord injury.

The purpose of this publication‘is to provide a complete, up-
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to-date, indexed bibliography of confirmed references dealing with the
psychological, social, sexual and vocational aspects of spinal cord
injury. Each reference has been carefully verified by the compilers, and
each journal abbreviation has been standardized according to Index Medicus
for easy retrieval. We believe that this bibliography will be of value
to rehabilitation professionals whether their main interest is research
or service. It will provide improved access to the existing literature
in these areas and facilitate the dissemination of new knowledge. This

is intended to be a continuing project, with supplements planned for the
future.

The grouping of references is based on our best judgment of the
major focus of each publication. Naturally, there were some grey areas
where the decisioh was difficult, and the reader may disagree with our
classification. Consequently, we urge the reader with a particular
interest to consult the references in related areas, rather than accept
our indexing as definitive. Whenever a reference appeared to devote
major attention to more than one topic, we listed it under each relevant
heading.

Many sources of information were utilized in this effort,

_ including a number of individuals and organizations. A list of the organ-
izations and individuals contacted follows the body of the bibliography.
We believe :that our coverage is complete through July 1975, but we réalize
that no bibliographic search can be completely conq:mhensi{}e and that we
may have inadvertently omitted relevant citations. We would welcome your
suggestions and citations for our updated supplement, which is presently
in progress and will be ready for distribution in January 1977, in the

hopes that this bibliography may be a more timely tool for rehabilitation

research. 4
Gary T. Athelstan, Ph.D.
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